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of the scientist in the service of the state" we gain but a scant impression of
the qualities of the Park we knew, for however true such an epigrammatic
statement may be it fails to reveal the genial humanitarian spirit which was
the essence of the man. Fortunately, Wade Oliver has made this facet of
Park's life a dominant note throughout the pages of the book. The important
fact is not that Park could discover this or that important fact or apply a fact
disclosed by another; rather, it is that he saw beyond the facts, and out of his
vision he constructed an element of civilized living without which preventive
medicine as we know it could not exist. Is it not ironical that so many of
those saved from the bacillus of Klebs should be destined to fall before the
Kultur of an era so foreign to both Klebs and Park?
To those who wish to learn of the establishment of the "germ theory" of
contagious disease and to those who would become familiar with one who may
be called a "benefactor of mankind," this book is commended.
GEO. H. SMITH.
TEXTBOOK OF EMBRYOLOGY. By H. E. Jordon and J. E.
Kindred. D. Appleton-Century Co., New York. 4th Ed., 1942.
Pp. xiv + 613. $6.75.
Jordon and Kindred's well-known Textbook of Embryology has been
improved in this revised edition. Although new figures and text material have
been added, the total number of pages has not been increased over the
original number of 613. An account of human development, as in the first
edition, is supported and made more clear by citing examples from non-human
material. Information from some experimental embryological data has been
distributed throughout the text. This enriches the story and gives emphasis
to an important source of knowledge that has helped explain mechanics in
development.
The reviewer would like to remark in passing that an ideal modern text-
book in embryology for medical students is still unwritten. It would not be
imnpossible to present successfully and adequately a relatively short account of
mammalian development combined with critically selected illustrations from
comparative and experimental studies in embryology. This would not only
be a most interesting and exciting story but it could leave the student with
some stimulating ideas about problems of broad biological significance.
L. S. STONE.
FOUNDATIONS OF BIOLOGY. By Lorande Loss Woodruff. The
Macmillan Company, New York, 1941. Pp. xvii + 773. Price
$3.75.
A very attractive and pleasing change from the first five editions of this
text has been made in the typography and binding. The subject matter hasBOOK REVIEWS 437
been rearranged in a more natural sequence without losing scientific value.
New material has been added throughout. A new chapter on human back-
ground has been added. Endocrinal coordination, which has been previously
discussed with nervous coordination, now is assigned a separate chapter.
The chapters on plants have been greatly improved. I am sure that the
students using this edition will have more respect for botany than did those
who used the other texts. It is better botanical classification to consider the
Pteridophyta and the Spermatophyta as separate phyla and not as subdivisions
of the phylum Tracheophyta as used in this book.
The chapters on the animal kingdom, nutrition, circulation, and other
functions of the body are clear and comprehensive. What makes this book
especially interesting to the general student and reader are the chapters on
the origin and continuity of life, organic adaptation, origin of species, the
human background, biology and human welfare, and the history of biology.
The appendix includes a very workable bibliography of 15 pages. The
usual Woodruff clear-cut and well-defined terms follow in a 25-page glossary.
There are 469 excellent figures.
I know of no better text for fundamentals, for a cultural education, or
as a stimulus for more study in the biological sciences. w. R. HUNT.
AN INTRODUCTION TO BIOLOGY. By J. C. Cross. The C. V.
Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1941. Pp. xviii + 507.
The purpose of this book is to introduce the student to the wide field of
Biology, and thus enable him to decide between Botany and Zoology.
There are 331 figures. The photographs of reptiles and flowering plants
in Texas are especially good. A glossary of 19 pages is included.
The chapters on structure and function in plants and animals are clear and
well presented.
The phyla and subdivisions of the animal kingdom are treated more
scientifically and thoroughly than those of the plant kingdom. For instance,
the divisions, subdivisions, and classes of fungi are described adequately for a
beginners' text, but the treatment of the flowering plants, using common
names and not giving the characteristics of the orders and families, is not good
science.
The reviewer takes issue with the author when he makes the statement
that bacteria are considered plants for technical reasons.
A very interesting and valuable phase of the book are the references to
southern erroneous superstitions. For example, "the flesh will rot out" when-
ever a centiped's foot touches a person; an armadillo is a grave-robber; a
porcupine throws its quills.
The book is attractively bound and printed. Taken as a whole it is a
well-written, interesting, and clear elementary text, and should be a stimulus
to a beginner in the study of living things. w. R. HUNT.